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From March 5-8, 2021, Pope Francis was in Iraq, the 

birthplace of Abraham. It was the first-ever papal visit to 

the country. His messages during the visit touched on hope, 

fraternity and peace. I was struck by his description of 

discouragement as a virus and hope as its vaccine. It is a 

message that is also relevant to all those going through 

hard times.  

Located in Western Asia that forms part of the Middle East, 

Iraq now has a population of about 40 million and of this, 

98 percent are Muslims. Christianity had existed in Iraq 

since the first century A.D., but the rise of Islam in the Middle East in the seventh century, and 

the Ottoman rule in the 16th century changed the situation. With the country’s independence 

from Britain in 1932, the Christian minority has faced persecution and discrimination.  

The situation worsened after the United States’ invasion of Iraq in 2003—local Christians were 

suspected of supporting the invaders. Iraq’s Christian places of worship have been bombed, 

and Christians have been harassed, killed, kidnapped, and/or forced to leave their homes. In 

2010, a group of Islamic State-affiliated gunmen killed 48 worshippers, including two young 

priests in the Syro-Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady of Salvation in Bagdad. The cause of their 

canonization is ongoing. It is now estimated that the Christian community in that country is 

only about 300,000 to 500,000. 

On March 5, the Pope met with the Iraqi clergy, religious, seminarians, catechists and lay 

leaders in that same Cathedral 10 years later.   

Part of his message was this: “We know how easy it is to be infected by the virus of 

discouragement that at times seems to spread all around us,” Pope Francis said. “Yet the Lord 

has given us an effective vaccine against that nasty virus. It is the hope born of persevering 

prayer and daily fidelity to our apostolates.”  

He continued: “With this vaccine, we can go forth with renewed strength, to share the joy of 

the Gospel as missionary disciples and living signs of the presence of God’s kingdom of 

holiness, justice and peace.”  

                                     —Fr. Martin Yina, MSP 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

Get Vaccinated Against the Virus 
of Discouragement 

This issue of The Catholic Ambassador explores three African 

missions not recently covered in our U.S. publication. The Cameroon 

Mission—one of the original missions established by the MSP in 

1986—was visited by Superior General Very Rev. Fr. Callistus Isara, 

MSP, in April 2021. Our cover story was shared to me in November 

2021 by Fr. Felix Agibi, MSP, who with Fr. Damian Ohagwa, MSP, 

established the pioneer Central African Republic mission in 2018. 

Finally, Editor Fr. Martin Yina, MSP, wrote about the Bauchi Diocese 

of northern Nigeria, which became a mission site in 2019.  

U.S. EDITOR’S NOTE 

—Anne Peterson,  U.S. Editor 
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Message of the Superior General 

My Pastoral Visit to Cameroon 

Very Rev. Fr. Callistus Isara, MSP 

A fter a one-hour flight from 

Abuja, I arrived at Douala 

International Airport in 

Cameroon in the early morning hours of 

Thursday, April 15, 2021. Fr. Emmanuel 

Adinye, MSP, Cameroon Mission 

Superior; Fr. Israel Anaweokhai, MSP, 

and two parishioners of Holy Trinity 

Catholic Church, Douala, were on hand 

at the airport to welcome me. Later in 

the morning, I was officially welcomed 

to Cameroon by Frs. Adinye and 

Anaweokhai and the parishioners of 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Douala.  

My next destination that day was a visit 

to St. Martin De Porres Catholic Church, 

Bokwaongo, in the Catholic Diocese of 

Buea. On arrival, I was warmly received 

by my MSP confreres, Frs. Stephen 

Nnadi and Polycarp Ojingwa, and select 

parishioners resplendent in their AMSP 

attire. Later in the evening, I presided at 

Holy Mass, followed with a grand 

reception. The Liturgy was so mightily 

inspiring that I sang over and over again, 

some of the pidgin songs rendered at 

Mass. My time in Bokwaongo was 

heavenly.  

One of the highlights of the two nights I 

spent in Bokwaongo was my meeting 

with Frs. Stephen Bamisaye and 

Lawrence Ojobo, who came to meet me 

work in three Dioceses in Cameroon: 

Buea, Kumbo, and Douala. Despite 

challenges here and there, I must 

acknowledge that our brothers in 

Cameroon are doing well, and bearing 

tremendous witness to Jesus Christ and 

the Missionary Society of St. Paul of 

Nigeria. Cameroon is one of three 

countries MSP first went to in 1986. The 

other two countries are Liberia and the 

United States. I am delighted that my 

first two official pastoral visits outside 

Nigeria were to Liberia—November 

2020, and Cameroon—April 2021, 

respectively.  

By a stroke of Divine Providence, I was 

privileged to attend the funeral of 

Christian Cardinal Tumi during my visit 

to Cameroon. Cardinal Tumi invited MSP 

to the Archdiocese of Doula in 1994. I 

also visited and prayed at the grave of 

our deceased confrere Fr. Linus Egbeji, 

who was the parish priest of St. Joseph 

the Worker Church, Douala, when he 

died on February 24, 2012. Fr. Livinus 

Agi showed me the spot where Fr. 

Egbeji was killed in a car accident. 

Undoubtedly, my pastoral visit to 

Cameroon Mission was quite fruitful and 

memorable. May God continually bless 

MSP Mission in Cameroon. And may the 

Blessed Virgin Mary intercede for the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul of Nigeria 

both now and forever! Amen.  

from Ekondo Titi in Kumbo Diocese. The 

unrest between the Ambazonia 

freedom fighters of Southwest and 

Northwest Provinces and the 

Government of Cameroon made it 

unsafe for me to visit Ekondo Titi. I 

remain grateful to Frs. Bamisaye and 

Ojobo for taking the risk to travel to 

meet with me. My joy of meeting them 

was indescribable. 

Returning to Douala on April 17, I  

presided at Holy Mass on Sunday, April 

18, at Holy Trinity Catholic Church. 

Similar to Bokwaongo, the liturgy was 

spirit-filled and captivating and the 

Church was filled to 

capacity. I received a 

heartwarming reception 

both at Mass and after 

Mass from Holy Trinity 

parishioners and their 

eminent pastors, Frs. 

Adinye and Anaweokhai. 

I proceeded to St. Joseph 

the Worker Catholic 

Church, Bonaberi, Douala, the following 

day. Fr. Livinus Agi, Fr. Festus Ezeagu, 

and select parishioners—waving green 

leaves as symbols of peace with three 

beautiful girls holding a bouquet of 

flowers—welcomed me to St. Joseph 

the Worker.  

A formal welcome the following day 

included an elaborate Mass and 

exhilarating reception spiced with 

varied cultural dances. The vibrant 

AMSP of St. Joseph the Worker Church, 

dressed in their magnificent attire, 

stood out during the reception. I invited 

them to attend next year’s Open and 

Thanksgiving Day Celebration in Iperu-

Remo, Ogun State. 

An indispensable part of my visit was 

the one-on-one meetings with my MSP 

brothers, in order to strengthen, 

encourage, and support them in their 

missionary work. Eight MSPs currently 

Reprinted from June/July 2021 edition of the 
Nigerian version of The Catholic Ambassador.  

Cameroon is one of three countries 

MSP first went to in 1986. The other 

two countries are Liberia and the 

United States. I am delighted that my 

first two official pastoral visits out-

side Nigeria were to Liberia—

November 2020, and Cameroon—

April 2021, respectively.  
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M any of us have learned by 

memory this popular 

phrase: “hope springs 

eternal.” And truly indeed, hope is the 

very last thing that we cling to in most 

desperate situations. In difficult 

moments, it is quite normal to hope 

against hope – to hold on to the bright 

side. We hope that perhaps, somewhere 

beyond human expectations, something 

good may come our way and change a 

seemingly hopeless situation.  

Hope, as we know, is one of the three 

theological virtues. The other two are 

faith and charity. Christian hope is much 

more than merely having a positive state 

of mind in the expectation of some 

positive outcomes. Christian hope is 

both realistic and active because we do 

all that is within our power while 

trusting in the divine providence of God. 

St Paul in his letter to the Romans 

assures us thus: “And hope does not 

disappoint because the love of God has 

been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit who has been given to 

us” (Romans 5:5). 

Rev. Ambrose Akinwande, MSP, U.S. 
Regional Superior 

The COVID-19 pandemic has tried our 

capacity to hope to the breaking point. It 

seems to have rendered ineffective all 

the progress that has been made in the 

area of medical science since the last 

major global pandemic of 1918. Nobody 

dared to imagine, at the beginning of 

2020, that the world—with all the 

technological breakthroughs—would go 

into almost complete lockdown for 

nearly a year. The coronavirus disrupted 

our daily rhythms and drove fear into 

our lives. For a very long while, it 

appeared that the end of everything was 

near as death, on the heels of the virus, 

stretched its cold hands to snuff out life 

from many people.  

Over 5 million people to date are 

reported to have died globally of the 

disease. Never in peace time has the 

world seen so many deaths within a 

space of less than two years. The 

pandemic has reinforced our sense of 

human fragility. It has equally brought 

home to us the lesson that death is no 

respecter of personages. Death does not 

discriminate based on skin color or 

continental provenance; nor does it fear 

to knock on the fortified gates of the 

mighty of the earth. Being the great 

leveler, it strikes fear into the most 

powerful people of our world as they 

recoil from the thought and possibility 

of being infected with the virus. Such is 

the precarious nature of human life that 

we often tend to forget!  

However, despite the looming darkness 

and apparent hopelessness that the 

Covid-19 pandemic brings, hope still 

springs eternal because God is the 

author and anchor of our lives. For this 

reason, we dare to hope! The flicker of 

hope is alive when scientists continue to 

work round the clock to find a lasting 

cure to the virus. Hope is not 

extinguished when doctors, nurses and 

other medical personnel never abandon 

their patients despite the great risk to 

their lives and those of their own 

families. The flame of hope burns 

brightly as neighbors, families and 

friends, communities and 

organizations lend a helping hand so 

that no person is left behind or alone. 

Hope is rekindled as pastors gather 

with parishioners to celebrate the 

Eucharist once again after a year of 

disruption. Hope is certainly alive 

when Masses, thanks to human 

technological ingenuity and social 

media, are live-streamed so that older 

and more vulnerable members of the 

parish community can participate 

right in the comfort of their homes. 

The signs of hope are numerous and 

quite visible because all hope is not 

lost! 

As 2021 ends and 2022 begins, we are 

encouraged to renew our hope and to 

rekindle a flame of hope in others 

around us. We celebrate at Christmas 

the birth of a Child. Naturally, children 

everywhere bring hope. Every child 

brings a message from God that the 

loving and caring Creator has not 

abandoned the world and its people. 

The beautiful smiles of children 

brighten our lives. Against every odd, 

let us embrace hope. Let us hold on to 

hope in the awareness that: “unto us 

a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty 

God, The everlasting Father, The 

Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 6:6). 

Be rest assured of the prayers of the 

Missionary Society of St Paul for you 

and your families! We would like you 

and those around you to remain 

trustful in the providence of God 

because our HOPE DOES NOT 

DISAPPOINT! 

Happy and a Blessed New Year!  

Hope in Time of Pandemic 
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The seven deacons ordained priests 

were Frs. Kevin Onyebuchi Chukwu, 

Abraham Ojima-Ojo Augustine, Henry 

Iruka Emeziem,  Benjamin Chinedu Nwu-

go, Chijioke Odoh, Christopher Magnus 

Umoh, and Augustine Ushie Akpo.  

The 2020 ordination was unique in sev-

eral ways—it was the first priestly ordi-

nation ceremony of the current MSP 

administration and the Ordinary, Most 

Rev. Ignatius Kaigama, the Archbishop of 

Abuja Archdiocese. It was also the first 

MSP ordination celebrated in September 

when seminary was not in session. And 

finally, attendance was limited to fewer 

than 200 lay people, religious, and 

priests, all in face masks, due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

Concelebrating the ordination Mass with 

Archbishop Kaigama were John Cardinal 

Onaiyekan, Archbishop Emeritus of  

Abuja and immediate past Ordinary of 

the MSP; Most Rev. Anselm Umoren, 

MSP, Auxiliary Bishop of Abuja; and 60 

other priests. 

In his homily Most Rev. Kaigama  

thanked the Superior General for in-

viting him to perform his first solemn 

ceremony as the new Ordinary of the 

Society. He reminded the ordinands that 

“as you offer your life for missionary 

service, remember that you are called to 

36th MSP 
Ordination 
 

O n October 21, 2011, 17 

young men arrived at the 

serene environment of 

the MSP Formation House in Iperu-

Remo, Ogun State with an ultimate 

goal of missionary priesthood. After 

two years, 14 of them moved to the 

National Missionary Seminary of St 

Paul, Gwagwalada, Abuja to study 

philosophy and theology. And on 

September 12, 2020, seven of these 

men became the 36th MSP priestly 

ordination class.  

by Fr. Martin Yina, MSP, Editor 

the priesthood at a challenging time in 

the life of the Church and the world, 

adding, “while storms and frightening 

waves will always be present” they 

should hold unto the assurance of the 

Lord that: “I am with you always” (Matt 

28:20).  

In his closing remarks before the final 

blessing, Archbishop Kaigama thanked 

all present and said: “Irrespective of 

COVID-19, we have made it. COVID-19 

cannot stop us from doing what our 

Lord has asked us to do.” 

The receptions that usually accompany 

an ordination were not held, and the 

thanksgiving Mass of the newly or-

dained priests in the seminary chapel 

the following day was also low key.  

Fr Augustine Ushie Akpo, in his homily, 

during the thanksgiving Mass, said he 

woke up that day and “felt a sense of 

deep joy … the joy of the priesthood. 

This kind of joy is indescribable… The joy 

that money cannot buy.”  

Giving the vote of thanks on behalf of 

his colleagues, Fr Christopher Umoh  

expressed gratitude to God, and appre-

ciation to the Superior General and 

Council, seminary community, forma-

tors, family members, benefactors, 

friends and well wishers for assisting to 

make their dreams come true.  
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communicated to you, your generous 

response must be one of faithful 

obedience.” 

Bishop Umoren asked the congregation 

to pray for the new priests, “that they 

may be faithful stewards of God’s divine 

mysteries that they handle daily at the 

altar,” and to pray “that the Lord will 

continue to send more laborers into his 

harvest and that the world may be filled 

with the knowledge and love of his holy 

will.” 

The newly ordained were assigned to 

the following dioceses of Nigeria: 

• Peter Umoru (Kaduna Archdiocese) 

• Finbarr Onyeakosi (Onitsha 

Archdiocese)  

• Emmanuel Olofu (Abuja Archdiocese) 

• Fidelis Datau (Abuja Archdiocese)  

• Lawrence Danladi (Bauchi Diocese) 

• Kinsley Onyekwere (Lagos 

Archdiocese) 

• John Ibanga (Lagos Archdiocese) 

• Peter Udoh (Calabar Archdiocese) 

• Bruno Ogoke (Nnewi Diocese). 

Present at the ordination ceremony 

were MSP Superior General, Fr. Callistus 

Isara and some members of his Council, 

other priests, religious, associate 

members as well as family members, 

friends and sponsors of the newly 

ordained. During the ceremony, 

sponsors of the new priests were 

presented with papal blessings and 

plaques of appreciation for their 

generous gestures. 

As is the usual MSP custom, the newly 

ordained priests had their combined 

thanksgiving Mass in the Seminary 

Chapel on June 20, 2021. It was 

presided over by Fr. Peter Udoh while 

Fr. Fidelis Datau was homilist. Reflecting 

on the readings, Fr. Datau said: “In our 

Christian lives, storms will always occur 

but Jesus will always be with us.”  

Fr. Emmanuel Olofu gave the vote of 

thanks on behalf of his colleagues, who 

presented a gift of a small power 

generator to the seminary for use in the 

classroom blocks during lectures.  

T he 2021 MSP ordination 

celebrated on June 19 was 

presided over by a member of 

the fourth MSP ordination class—Most 

Rev. Anselm Umoren, MSP, Auxiliary 

Bishop of Abuja Archdiocese, who was 

ordained a priest on June 18, 1988. Both 

ceremonies took place at the same 

venue, the National Missionary 

Seminary of St Paul Gwagwalada, Abuja. 

Nine candidates were ordained this past 

year.  

In his homily, Most Rev. Umoren—who 

celebrated ten years as a bishop on 

February 2, 2022—recalled: “The 

Missionary Society of Saint Paul is the 

result of the seed planted in 1977 by 

our father in faith, Dominic Cardinal 

Ekandem, and the Catholic Bishops 

Conference of Nigeria. Before our own 

eyes, we have seen this mustard seed 

sprout, bring forth branches, and grow 

into a big tree that is bearing much fruit 

today in missionary endeavors around 

the world.” 

Bishop Umoren told the candidates: 

“Dear brothers: As men called to the life 

of the religious, you should see in the 

decisions made for you by your religious 

superior, the will of God himself who 

directs and leads you, telling you where 

you should go. When this will of God is 

37th Priestly Ordination 

by Frs. Martin Yina and Phyllisbeto Gomez, MSP 
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Continued on Page 9  

The Pioneer MSP Mission to 
the Central African  Republic 

J ust one year after their 

ordination, MSP Frs. 

Felix Agibi and Damian 

Ohagwa were assigned what 

some would call an 

indomitable task—

establishing the first MSP 

mission in one of the world’s 

poorest countries, Central 

African Republic (CAR).  

Arriving in Bossangoa in 

October 2018, they 

discovered that “we had to 

do everything from scratch,” 

Fr. Felix recalled. “There was 

nothing.”  

An unfinished home, a par-

tially built church in ruins, no 

mode of transportation, and 

a people with minimal  

understanding of the faith 

greeted them. 

“There were no seats in the 

house and no amenities,” Fr. 

Felix said. “Little by little we 

got local carpenters to make 

chairs for us since it was the 

only thing we could afford, 

and that is how we began.”  

Building a people of faith was 

their first priority. The two 

young priests quickly learned 

that their congregation 

viewed church as a social 

occasion and an organization 

they hoped would provide 

food and basic needs—their 

extreme poverty led them to 

seek sustenance from any 

source. 

“Even though the church has 

existed there for 125 years, 

the people’s faith needed 

strengthening,” Fr. Felix 

explained. He and Fr. Damian 

told the residents: “we are 

like you. We are your 

brothers. We do not have all 

the money—let us learn to 

work together.” 

In earlier years, faith did not 

have much of an impact on 

local residents. Coming to 

church was considered more 

of a social event. After 

services, people continued 

with their normal life, in 

which heavy drinking was 

sometimes common, Fr. Felix 

said.   

He and Fr. Damian decided 

“we would go seek our 

parishioners, so we went 

house by house, door by 

door, to visit every family.” 

They asked people about 

their prayer lives, their faith 

challenges, what kept them 

from God?  

“We let them know that God 

is wonderful. He can do all 

things for you. We are here 

to help you,” Fr. Felix said.  

They started with the basics, 

—demonstrating how to 

make the sign of the cross. 

They prayed with families in 

their homes, administered 

sacraments, and got to know 

their congregation.  

“The people learned and 

said, ‘these new missionaries 

who came – they love us, 

they visit us,’” he recalled.  

Reaching the 20 outsta-

tions—up to 50 miles away—

required a formidable effort. 

Only the bishop owned a car, 

but he saw the need and 

gave the two priests 

motorcycles. Machetes in 

hand, Frs. Felix and Damian 

traveled narrow paths, 

chopping down branches 

while they rode.  

Each trip from the parish 

center was dangerous. They 

risked an accident or attack 

by rebels hiding in the bush. 

Despite the danger, they 

were able to reopen two 

Above, A dedicated parishioner, Eric (front) and Fr. Felix 

Agibi, MSP, on one of two motorcycles used to travel to 

parish outstations in Central African Republic (CAR).  

Opposite page: a collage featuring liturgies and events 

that Fr. Felix and Fr. Damian Ohagwa celebrated with 

their parish flock in CAR.    
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closed outstations on the 

border with Chad.  

In each  outstation, they took 

the same approach, Fr. Felix 

said: “working together to 

make small chapels of 

bamboo sticks and mud so 

we could worship when it 

rained.” Most often, they 

worshipped under the trees.  

Teaching basic catechism and 

celebrating the sacraments 

kept them busy and 

endeared the priests to the 

local residents. They were 

challenged at their own 

residence with no source of 

potable water and no reliable 

electricity, but fortunately, 

the bishop’s home was only 

3 km away.  

“We had to use gallon jugs 

and wheelbarrows to go to 

the bishop’s house to fetch 

water every day – to use for 

drinking and to cook,” Fr. 

Felix recalled. They also 

charged their cell phones at 

his home.  

Establishing a permanent 

place of worship would not 

be easy in this conflict-torn 

nation. Earlier Franciscan 

missionaries had started to 

erect a church in the 1950s, 

but it was deteriorating and 

unsafe.  Bishop Nestor-

Désiré Nongo-Aziagbia, 

S.M.A. of the Diocese of 

Bossangoa feared the roof 

could collapse and ordered 

them not to use the 

structure. 

Frs. Felix and Damian found 

an architect who designed a 

new church and the bishop 

Pioneer Mission, continued 

by Anne Farrell Peterson 

approved their project. 

Yet, funds are not 

available to begin 

construction.   

From his arrival in 

2018 until his 

departure in 2021, Fr. 

Felix said  the number 

of worshippers grew 

from 2,000 to more 

than 5,000 in the 

church and its 20 

outstations. The 

missionaries’ progress 

in building a people of 

faith and their hopes 

to build a sturdy home 

and new church were 

interrupted in late 

2020. 

A national election was 

to take place on Dec. 

27, 2020. Because the CAR 

experiences what Fr. Felix 

called, “every kind of crisis, 

every kind of chaos and 

war,” the ensuing violence 

was not a surprise. 

A former president allegedly 

gathered together rebels 

from multiple nations and 

factions to oppose the 

approaching election. These 

rebel groups accused the 

government of voter 

intimidation and fraud. 

Several polling places were 

closed due to the pandemic.  

The president’s childhood 

home was near Bossangoa 

and the rebels set up camp 

not far from the home of Frs. 

Damian and Felix. Still living 

in the dilapidated rectory 

located right by a roadside, 

the two priests were 

vulnerable to attack. During 

past conflicts before the MSP 

arrived, stray bullets and 

rockets had been fired into 

the parish compound.  

“In a country like that where 

there is always a crisis, it is 

safer to have a fence,” Fr. 

Felix said. He added that 

ideally, they would have 

security by UN soldiers.  

All parish activities were 

halted during the months of 

turmoil. Parishioners fled 

into hiding. Visits to the 

outstations ceased. Daily 

Mass was privately 

celebrated within the two 

priests’ home. 

“Most of the people around 

us were in the bush or in the 

Bishop’s house. Those of us 

in the house, we had Mass 

every day,” Fr. Felix recalled.  

“When the rebels were 

getting ready to proceed to 

the capital, which is about 

305 kilometers away, they 

passed right in front of our 

parish house,” Fr. Felix said. 

“So we saw a lot of scary 

things. We saw these rebels 

with axes, ammunition, with 

guns, with weapons, with 

rockets, right in front of our 

eyes.” 

Slowly, the conflict in their 

area ceased. Life was 

returning to a sense of 

normalcy when Fr. Felix was 

surprised to learn he would 

be transferred to the United 

States in Fall 2021 to await a 

future placement. He said 

there is so much work still to 

be done in the CAR. 

The good people he pastored 

in the CAR were sad to see 

him leave. He recalled, “The 

people cried and cried and 

cried: ‘You were here to 

make us love God, to be 

better, and now you are 

leaving, we cannot accept 

this.’”  

Fr. Felix Agibi, MSP, with local children in the Ouham Prefecture 

in the northwestern part of the Central African Republic.  
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Above: MSP Frs. Kevin Chukwu (left) 

and Damian Ohagwa Left: Fr. Kevin 

visiting with parishioners in the 

Diocese of Bossangoa. His initial 

shock at learning he would be headed 

to CAR was soon replaced by a longing 

for the adventure.  

I t was a cold Thursday 

morning. I was just 

getting to the threshold 

of my bathroom when my 

phone started ringing. With 

the news from one of the 

Society’s councilors that I 

had been transferred to the 

Central African Republic 

(CAR), I felt blank for a 

couple of moments. When I 

collected my thoughts, I was 

left with mixed feelings. I 

recalled what I had promised 

God during my admission 

interview. I told Him I would 

want to do part of my 

pastoral ministry in places 

where people dread. And I 

have always loved traveling.  

Thereafter, with the 

adventurous spirit of an avid 

traveler, I began to long for 

my new mission to CAR. 

The CAR is a war-torn nation. 

It is among the poorest 

nations of the world—many 

starving kids and older 

people on the brink of life. I 

arrived here in the middle of 

October 2021. The weather 

is generally good—neither 

too cold nor too hot. The two 

languages widely spoken are 

French and Sango. Initially, I 

could not speak, write or 

understand either of the two 

languages. The people are as 

hospitable and simple as 

other rural Africans. They 

love to dance and drink 

alcohol. I observe that theft 

and armed robbery appear 

to be on the increase 

probably because of the war.  

I am assigned to work with a 

confrere, Fr. Damian 

Ohagwa, MSP. He is one of 

the two pioneers of the MSP 

mission in CAR that launched 

in 2018. Like a broken piece 

of plate in the sun, our parish 

and its numerous basic 

Christian centers are 

scattered deep in the heart 

of the Northern Prefecture 

(regional Church area). The 

indigenous people of the 

prefecture proudly describe 

their prefecture as the heart 

of the forest.  

It is an 11 to 12-hour journey 

from the airport in the 

capital, Bangui, to our 

remote parish in the forest. 

There are no fresh water 

wells, no power supply, no 

paved roads, no good clinics, 

no hospitals. Our greatest 

challenge in this mission is 

that we do not have a car. To 

buy things in the distant city 

capital, we must wait until 

the bishop gets an 
by Fr. Kevin Chukwu, MSP 

appointment that would 

take him to that route. Sadly, 

the bishop recently had an 

accident and his car was 

damaged. We are grateful to 

God for the life of our host 

bishop.  

Mission here is challenging 

but very fulfilling. Generally, 

we celebrate Masses in the 

streets and in local chapels. 

We are both confessors and 

psychologists since many 

people come to us for 

counseling and direction.  

Prolonged war in the country 

means that people are 

traumatized and weary. We 

are equally involved in 

catechetical instructions. Our 

mission here may weather 

the storm if we get the 

assistance that we need to 

help and reach out to our 

simple flock—a flock that 

needs our pastoral presence 

and support.  

We continue to rely on the 

prayers, good will, and 

generosity of people around 

the world. May God bless 

you all!   

Fr. Kevin Chukwu Reflects on his New  
Mission to the Central African Republic  
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O n Nov. 17, 2019, 

the MSP presence 

in the Diocese of 

Bauchi became a reality. Frs. 

Raphael Igbaoyinbo, MSP, 

and Emmanuel Megwara, 

MSP, arrived at the request 

of the Bishop of the Diocese, 

Most Rev. Hilary Nanman 

Dachelem, CMF. They were 

assigned to a newly created 

pastoral area with St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church Amtawalam 

in Billiri, as the center. The 

new area has 20 outstation 

churches in Billiri and Akko 

Local Government Areas of 

Gombe State, and the 

chaplaincy service of the 

Federal University of 

Kashere, Gombe State.   

Bauchi Diocese 

The Catholic Diocese of 

Bauchi in northern Nigeria 

falls under the Ecclesiastical 

Province of the Metropolitan 

Archdiocese of Jos. It covers 

Bauchi and Gombe States. It 

became an Apostolic 

Vicariate in 1996 and a 

diocese in 2003. The diocese 

covers an area with an 

estimated population of 7 

million, yet only 90,000 are 

Catholics. Its four deaneries 

include 20 parishes, 11 

pastoral areas, and 10 

chaplaincies at higher 

institutions, secondary 

schools, hospitals, and the 

military. It has 48 diocesan 

and nine missionary priests. 

According to Fr. Igbaoyinbo, 

one of Bishop Dachelem’s 

strategies “is to invite as 

many missionary 

congregations as possible 

into the work of 

Pastoral Areas: 11 

Diocesan Priests: 48 

Missionary Priests: 9 

Population: 7 million 

Catholics: 90,000 

Parishes: 26 

MSP MISSION IN BAUCHI DIOCESE 
evangelization in the 

diocese.”  

The bishop is “not just open 

to receiving missionaries but 

is also contributing to the 

missionary activities of the 

universal church,” Fr. 

Igbaoyinbo said. “In spite of 

the shortage of priests to 

cover the overwhelming 

pastoral demands of the 

diocese, he has priests 

working in Chad, Sudan, the 

United Kingdom, and the 

United States.” 

MSP Presence/Ministry  

Parishioners of the St. 

Mary’s pastoral area are 

Tangale people, mostly 

peasant farmers with a rich 

culture. They cultivate 

maize, beans, rice, guinea 

corn, and other crops. A 

minority in this 

predominantly Muslim area, 

they have always been 

denied access to good 

schools, electricity, roads, 

and potable water.  

“With the creation of the 

Catholic mission and the 

arrival of the MSP to the 

area, the people have begun 

to nurse the hope of a better 

life and opportunities to 

better their communities,” 

Fr. Megwara said. 

Fr. Igbaoyinbo said the 

Tangale people “are very 

proud of their Catholic faith, 

in spite of the fact that the 

Evangelical Church of West 

Africa (ECWA) entered the 

area first and has tried to 

dominate every area. The 

Catholic Church came in and 

has become a formidable 

force in this Muslim-

dominated area.” 

Frs. Igbaoyinbo and 

Megwara inherited a large 

unroofed church started 

some years earlier. For 

about a year, they lived 

together in a rented house 

before the Bishop 

transferred Fr. Megwara to 

assist in another parish in 

Tafawa Balawa, Bauchi 

State.  

Their pastoral activities 

include daily and weekly 

celebration of Mass, 

conferment of Baptism and 

First Holy Communion, 

weekly celebrations of the 

sacrament of Penance and 

celebration of the sacrament 

of matrimony. They visit 

outstations, communities, 

the sick, the elderly, and the 

housebound. Moreover, 

they seek practical and 

meaningful solutions to the 

teeming problems of the 

people, due to the 

deprivations of the area. 

The goal of their pastoral 

activities is “to make Christ’s 

presence and its effective 

power visible to all by 

providing basic necessities of 

life like water, tools for 

improving farm 

productivity—such as 

workshops and affordable 

fertilizer, and the formation 

of men, women, and 

children as paths to holistic 

development, ” Fr. 

Igbaoyinbo explained. 

Fr. Megwara added that they 

seek to do this while not 

forgetting that their first 

interest is the spiritual 

welfare of the people. They 

find themselves playing 

different roles in the lives of 

local people.  

“The people assume and 

take us to be the judges over 

land disputes. To the sick, 

we are the first point of 

call... To the school 

Bauchi Diocese of Nigeria: 25,500 sq. miles 
MSP Mission Established: 2019 
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children, we are classroom teachers. To 

the elders, we became a liaison between 

the community and the government.” 

Following a pastoral visit to Bauchi State 

in June 2020, Superior General, Very 

Rev. Fr. Callistus Isara, MSP, said the 

people are happy to have our priests. 

“We have a good collaboration with the 

bishop and it is a very promising place; 

very missionary but promising as well.”  

On the reception he received, Fr. Isara 

said, “It was such a happy occasion that I 

told the bishop that, my Lord, money 

cannot give this kind of joy that we are 

experiencing today.”  

Challenges 

The MSP pastoral area needs major 

renovation, including construction or 

rebuilding of churches as the case may 

be in the various outstations.  

“The biggest challenge has been the lack 

of a priests’ residence as the one 

embarked upon about a year ago could 

not be finished due to scarcity of funds. 

It was made even more difficult by the 

devastating effects of Covid-19.” Fr. 

Igbaoyinbo said.   

The church at the center has still not 

been roofed. “It is our hope that 

through caring friends and well-meaning 

persons…, soon our goals will be realized 

with the house and church building 

completed,” Fr. Igbaoyinbo appealed.  

Sponsors of the newest Missionaries of St. Paul who were ordained in 

2021 are recognized during the Ordination Mass with a plaque and 

papal blessing for helping to finance nine or more years of study 

required for each priest ’s formation training.    

The Missionary Society of St. Paul has more than 140 seminarians studying for the 

priesthood, with all of them supported by the Society. Annual fees to keep one 

student in the seminary are roughly $3,000. 

To help defray costs, please consider sponsoring a seminarian or making a 

financial contribution toward his training. Contact us today!  Please use the 

enclosed envelope or send your donation to the address below. 

Missionary Society of St. Paul 

Mission Development Office 

P. O. Box 300145 

Houston, TX 77230-0145 

 

Phone: (713) 747-1722 | Email: usamsp@yahoo.com 

Sponsor a Missionary Priest Today! 

Above and right: photos from  Bauchi State in 

June 2020,  during a visit by MSP Superior 

General, Very Rev. Fr. Callistus Isara.  

by Fr. Martin Yina, MSP, Editor 
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25-YEAR JUBILEES 
Most Rev. Anthony 

Admu Adaji, MSP | 

Bishop of Idah 

Our Lady Mother of Mercy 

Catholic Church, Idah came 

alive on Sept. 19, 2020 to 

celebrate the 25th priestly 

anniversary of the Bishop of 

Idah, Most Rev. Anthony 

Ademu Adaji, MSP. 

MILESTONES 

• Ordained July 1, 1995; 

named Bursar of the 

National Missionary 

Seminary of St. Paul, 

Gwagwalada, Abuja  

• 1996: assigned to 

Catholic Diocese of Oyo  

• 1997: Mission to the 

Diocese of Kroonstad, 

South Africa 

• 1999-2001: enrolled at 

Institute Middlesex 

University, London to 

earn a Master’s in 

Applied Theology 

• 2001-07: served as Bursar 

General of the Missionary 

Society of St Paul 

• Sept. 22, 2007: appointed 

Auxiliary Bishop of Idah 

• Sept. 19, 2009: named 

substantive Bishop of 

Idah  

The bishop’s six-hour silver 

jubilee  anniversary Mass 

was combined with the ordi-

nation of five priests—two 

Holy Ghost and three 

Diocesan candidates.  

Most Rev. Hyacinth Egbebo, 

MSP, of Bomadi, quoting the 

Magnificat in the Gospel of 

Luke, said in his homily, 

“Indeed, it is the spirit of this 

joy of our Mother that we 

equally celebrate with our 

bishop and dear brother.”  

He described the 25 years of 

Bishop’s Adaji’s priesthood 

as “a great gift from God” 

and said  the celebration was 

an “acknowledgement of 

God’s favor.”  

The 6,000 capacity Church, 

still under construction, was 

filled. The celebration also 

entailed fund-raising to 

complete the Church—likely 

to become the Diocese’s new 

cathedral. 

Seven bishops including Most 

Rev. Anselm Umoren, MSP; 

the MSP Superior General 

and Vicar General; the 

Secretary General of the 

Catholic Secretariat of 

Nigeria, many priests and 

religious; and the former 

Governor of Kogi State, Alh. 

Ibrahim Idris, attended.  

“The highlight of all these 

years in the Lord’s vineyard is 

the very awareness that 

Christ is with me, and my 

daily little effort in prayer to 

appreciate Jesus Christ for 

choosing me.”  

Because of that awareness, 

he added, “there is no 

problem beyond the solution 

of the Lord. That keeps me 

going and that helps me 

even when I encounter 

terrific problems.” 

Summing up his experience 

as a priest, he said: “I will 

describe these 25 years as a 

joyful moment in my life, not 

without difficulties …but on 

the whole, I am very happy 

and grateful to God that he 

called me to be a priest… 

and if it is something that I 

need to do again,… to 

become a priest again, I will.. 

because I love it, I receive joy 

from it.” 

by Fr. Martin Yina, MSP 

Fr. Anthony Anike |  

Looking back 25 years 

for meaning 

Life, some people say, makes 

more meaning in hindsight. 

In reflection, I would say that 

my life has always been 

missionary from birth and 

full of the manifestation of 

God’s goodness.  

MILESTONES 

• Born in Calabar; moved to 

Ibadan soon after at the 

onset of Nigeria’s pre-civil 

war crises. 

• Moved to Benin City in my 

teenage years  

• 1986: entered MSP 

formation—pastoral work 

in rural outstations to 

Owerri Diocese, Ijebu Ode 

Diocese, Minna Diocese. 

• July 1995: Ordained a 

priest. First assignment to 

St. Lawrence Parish, Saki, 

Oyo Diocese.  

• 1996-2005: Assigned to 

Formation House at Iperu-

Remo Ogun State; served 

as Dean of Students and 

Spiritual Director for 

spiritual year candidates, 

and as Catholic Chaplain 

of Federal Government 

Girl’s College Sagamu 

Ogun State, (1997-2005). I 

was also chaplain of the 

National Association of 

Catholic NYSC Corp 

members in Ogun State.  

• 2005-2010: missioned to 

the Diocese of Galveston-

Houston, served at St. 

Peter the Apostle Church 

in Houston while 

studying.  

• 2010: St. Jude and St. 

James the Apostle 

Churches consecutively, 

“The highlight of all these years in the Lord ’s 

vineyard is the very awareness that Christ is with 

me, and my daily little effort in prayer to 

appreciate Jesus Christ for choosing me. ”  
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both in San Antonio, 

Texas. Continued my 

studies in Clinical 

Psychology at Texas 

Southern University 

(Houston) and Counseling 

Psychology at Our Lady of 

the Lake University (San 

Antonio), 

• Completed internships in 

Washington, DC, and in 

St. Louis, MO—also in 

residence at nearby 

parishes. During these 

years of training, I learned 

that I am called to be first 

and most importantly a 

simple priest and pastor 

of souls. 

• 2016, pastor of Corpus 

Christi Church in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago.  

• 2019-present: recalled to 

serve in the central 

administration in Kutunku 

where I currently reside 

and work.  

My journey has taught me 

that every child of God will 

experience the blossoming of 

God-given gifts if he/she 

obediently commits to God 

in faith. I have also learned 

that, just as roses are never 

without thorns, so our lives 

are never fully lived without 

trials and crosses. Through 

these not-very-pleasant 

experiences, the Lord purifies 

us, humbles us, and fills us 

with wisdom.  

Above all, I believe strongly 

in what the psalmist says: 

“Unless the Lord builds the 

city, in vain do the workmen 

labor.”  

I know now why the Lord 

said: “Do not worry about 

tomorrow,” and why the 

Bible says, “Cast your 

burdens on the Lord for he 

will take care of you.” I 

understand why the Lord 

told his disciples, “Watch and 

pray that you may not be put 

to the test.”  

I have enjoyed so much love 

and respect from many peo-

ple. I have so many spiritual 

children and extended 

families from diverse races, 

countries, tribes, and social 

class. The anxieties of my 

younger years have slowly 

given way to a confidence 

built on experience.  

I know now that although we 

do not see the future, if we 

walk with the Lord and 

always connect with Him in 

prayer, we have nothing to 

fear. 

I am grateful for the 25 years 

that have made me wiser. I 

praise our merciful God and 

commit the remaining years 

of my life to the service of 

God in this beautiful Catholic 

faith! I remain open to the 

Holy Spirit, and continue to 

follow Jesus who first 

captivated my teenage heart 

many years ago. Our God is 

good indeed, all the time! 

Fr. Cosmas Ikirodah |  

A grateful heart 

MILESTONES 

• 1995-96: First assignment 

after ordination was at 

Ekiti Diocese, at Ss. Peter 

and Paul Parish, Ikole Ekiti 

with  my classmate Fr. 

Emmanuel Agbor. 

• March 1996-Feb. 2000: 

Following an accident and 

lengthy hospitalization 

(almost 11 months!) and 

convalescence, I joined 

the formation team at the 

MSP Seminary in Iperu-

Remo.   

• 2000-Present: Assigned to 

lead MSP mission to 

Europe, which started in 

Clifton Diocese in the 

United Kingdom.  

Currently, I am parish priest 

of Our Lady of the Rosary 

and priest in charge of St. 

Bernard’s, both in Clifton 

Diocese, Bristol. Between 

these two parishes are two 

Catholic primary schools and 

a Catholic college where I 

also serve as chaplain. 

Pastoral ministry has been 

nourishing and fulfilling. 

Equally so is my school 

chaplaincy ministry.   

The most significant highlight 

of my experience is surviving 

the March 15, 1996 car 

accident. I am grateful to 

God for sparing my life and 

giving me the opportunity to 

celebrate 25 years of my 

ordination to the priesthood.  

 It’s been years of gratitude 

to God, years of gratitude for 

pastoral experiences. Praying 

God to grant me and my 

classmates more years of 

service in the Lord’s 

vineyard.  

Fr. Jude Iroh | Together, 

we build the kingdom  

of God 

The priesthood for me is awe

-inspiring and this fact 

dawned on me from the very 

first day of my ordination, 25 

years ago on the First of July, 

1995.  

My own mother was one of 

those who came to greet me 

after the ordination and she 

called me, “Father.” Immedi-

ately, I felt the chilling 

message that God’s power 

Above all, I  believe strongly in what the psalm-

ist says: “Unless the Lord builds the city, in vain 

do the workmen labor.”  

The most significant 

highlight of my  

experience is surviving 

the March 15, 1996 car 

accident. I  am grateful 

to God for sparing my 

life and giving me the 

opportunity to 

celebrate 25 years of 

my ordination to the 

priesthood.  
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had rested on me. For this, I 

am so indebted to the 

Missionary Society of St. 

Paul. 

I am the third son of eight 

children of Matthias and 

Grace Iroh of Ogbe, Ahiara 

Mbaise, both now deceased. 

I worked at First Bank of 

Nigeria, PLC, before entering 

the Seminary. 

MILESTONES 

My first posting was to the 

Archdiocese of Lagos where I 

was assigned to Ss. Peter and 

Paul in Abeokuta; I became 

known as the “parish priest 

of village stations” due to my 

work in the outstations. My 

parish priest was supportive 

and so was my brother, Fr. 

Martin Yina, MSP, assigned 

with me. It was a real 

struggle to celebrate the 

Eucharist in Yoruba language, 

but the people were 

understanding.  

A year later, the Superior 

General announced my 

mission to South Africa and I 

was excited since I had a 

childhood dream to convert 

the Apartheid South Africa, 

but this was not to be.  
 

As I prepared to depart, I 

became emotional when my 

mother said to me: “Go my 

son, you will meet another 

mother, father, brothers and 

sisters there; and we may 

meet again.”   

This has come to be my life 

experience in all the missions 

I have been to. I feel at home 

in all the places I have been, 

as the Church is indeed a 

family. 

I arrived Buea in 1996 and 

was stationed in St. John, 

Kumba town. I went on 

“Mission Trek” as it was 

called in Cameroon, which 

involved moving my tent 

from one Mass center to 

another. I ate whatever was 

set before me, bathed in 

both open and semi-open 

places. St. John’s Parish had 

43 Mass centers and stations 

then. In some places, drums 

and local musical 

instruments were brought 

out and dancing began as I 

arrived since my presence 

was a great joy for the 

people—their joy was my 

strength and motivation.   

From 2002-07, I served in the 

General Council. The team 

spirit of Bishop Hyacinth 

Egbebo, MSP—then superior 

general—was a big treasure. 

I was also appointed parish 

priest of St. Patrick Church, 

Karshi, where we had many 

Silver Jubilee reflections,  continued 

gifts but one spirit. The 

Church in Takalafia—which 

was brought down by a 

storm was rebuilt. I owe a 

special thanks to John 

Cardinal Onaiyekan, who 

helped make this possible. 

Works we did in the Society 

and the churches were 

humbling experiences. 

I next took a sabbatical to 

the United States, where I 

served the Churches of 

Sacred Heart, Waynesboro 

and St. Joan of Arc, Louisville, 

both in Georgia. I began to 

live and eat alone, and 

became extra vigilant with 

relationship boundaries as 

child sexual abuse waves had 

started to sweep many away.  

Wearing my clerical dress 

was a form of priestly 

witness in the order of 

Melchizedek forever. 

In 2009 I was sent to the UK 

mission, Northampton 

Diocese, where I have served 

in three parishes to date. 

Anywhere l go, l feel that is 

where God wants me to 

make a home. Proper 

preparation and reception of 

the Eucharist is the good soil 

for the growth of life of 

Christ. My closest companion 

in my priestly life is my 

Divine Office as there is no 

holiday in prayer and in 

celebrating the Eucharist.  

Fr. Justin Nnaji | 

Reflection on the gift of 

my priesthood  

I was ordained priest for the 

missions on July 1, 1995 in 

the Missionary Society of St 

Paul. Since then, I have 

worked outside Nigeria for 

seven years, and eighteen 

years in Nigeria where I am 

today. 

As I said in my first 

homily, "This priesthood is 

like a child whose mother 

bought a big sealed gift. 

What's inside, the child 

doesn't know. Even when the 

child opened the sealed 

gift, he didn't comprehend 

what to do with it."  I am that 

child.  

Within the 25 years, I have 

passed through very hard 

experiences. The storms 

were strong and difficult to 

withstand on my own. I 

sought for answers through 

counseling, spiritual 

direction, self-help methods, 

and spending quiet time with 

God in the monastery.  

I wanted to know two things 

from God:  First, is this what 

it means to be a priest? Am I 

ordained to suffer, face lies, 

and insults as if I have no 

rights?  Secondly, was I not 

As I prepared to depart, I  became emotional when 

my mother said to me: “Go my son, you will meet 

another mother, father, brothers and sisters there; 

and we may meet again. ”   

This has come to be my life experience in all the 

missions I have been to. I feel at home in all the 

places I have been, as the Church is indeed a family.  
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truly called or ordained; or is  

God  tired of me?  

I became so tired that I 

started to contemplate 

remaining in the priesthood 

or leaving. Worse, I became 

sick during that period with 

bronchitis after prolonged 

time in unclean air 

conditioning. Both my body 

and spirit were broken down.   

During my last days in Ewu 

Monastery, the answer to my 

quest was: "you are a priest 

forever.” It also happened to 

be the reading at the Mass 

that day. When my days in 

the monastery were over, I 

returned to the Society 

house, wearied but 

determined to forge on. 

Gradually I picked up the 

pieces and began to under-

stand "the gift.” I began to 

realize that where the head 

passed through, the body will 

also pass through.   

The saying that “when the 

Son sets you free, you are 

free indeed” began to make 

more sense to me. It also 

dawned on me that I had just 

been allowed to share in the 

Lord’s suffering just like Job.  

Having shared in the 

sorrowful mysteries, I began 

to hope for my glorious 

mysteries. I have accepted 

fully my 13 years’ ministry in 

the hospital. Giving Last Rites 

and touch to the dying made 

me very sober. I have now 

bloomed where I was 

planted. God has blessed the 

work of my hands. I have 

become happy. I now know 

that God indeed will always 

be victorious, but I am still 

unsure of what to say about 

the casualties that go with 

the victory. 

The adoration of Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament and 

endless recitation of the 

Holy Rosary have become 

my habit and strength. One 

day in the house of the Lord 

is really better than 

thousands elsewhere. I pray 

for God's blessing on all my 

brother priests and everyone 

I met on this journey.  Amen. 

Fr. Damian 

Onwuegbuchulam Eze | 

Thank you, Lord 

Twenty-five years ago, I was 

one of the ten ordained 

priests on July 1, 1995. 

Today when I look back, I am 

full of gratitude to God for 

calling me, unworthy as I am, 

to serve as a priest and 

missionary.  

I see everything in the light 

of God’s plan and I am 

grateful to Him. What has 

been the secret source of my 

happiness is God’s abiding 

love. 

At my ordination I chose: 

“The love of Christ over-

whelms us” (2 Cor. 5:14) as 

my motto. I rejoice because 

that love of Christ has not 

left me. Indeed, it seems to 

increase in its depth and 

intensity. It fills me with a 

strong need to see the Lord 

Jesus in His people, to love 

Him in them and to serve 

them with all my heart. This 

is the driving force in me—

the secret source that gives 

me near-tireless energy. 

After serving five years in 

Nigeria (in the Society’s 

administrative arm at Iperu, 

1995 -1997; at Ss. Peter & 

Paul Parish, Onitsha 

Archdiocese, 1998-2000), I 

was sent to Sweden in the 

company of Fr. Chikezie 

Onuoha, MSP. I arrived on 

September 22, 2000 to begin 

a most challenging mission.  

Nothing in our formation 

program really prepared us 

for such a task. Our biggest 

challenge was the tag 

“Nigerians.” Nigerians were 

(are) regarded as criminals in 

this country. The priests, the 

religious, and the lay people 

we met treated us with—at 

worst, serious suspicion, or 

at best—cautious respect. 

Within a short time, we 

proved by God’s grace to be 

true ambassadors for Christ. 

At first, we were referred to 

as “Nigerians with a differ-

ence.” As I write, we have 

earned the respect and the 

confidence of the people.  

The native Swedes—ordinary 

people as well as the 

intellectuals who have 

converted to the Catholic 

faith through my ministry— 

attest to the fact that Jesus 

Christ has indeed used me as 

the instrument to bring the 

truth of the Gospel to them.  

During these years I have had 

more than a fair share of 

suffering: apart from perse-

cutions for my fidelity to the 

ideals of the MSP, I have lost 

many close friends and most 

of my siblings and other 

family members and still 

bear the burden of bringing 

up their orphaned children. 

But the Lord has never left 

me without good friends 

who lend helping hands.  

Praying without ceasing has 

been the source of renewal. 

The daily contemplation of 

Jesus present in the Holy 

Eucharist, listening to the 

Lord who speaks to my heart 

in the Holy Scriptures and 

the motherly love and 

efficacious prayers of our 

Mother, the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, have been 

indispensable.  

As I said in my first homily,  "This priesthood is like 

a child  whose mother bought a big sealed gift.  

What's inside, the child doesn't know. Even when 

the child opened the sealed gift,  he didn't compre-

hend what to do with it."  I  am that child.  

Praying without ceasing has been the source of 

renewal. The daily contemplation of Jesus present in 

the Holy Eucharist,  listening to the Lord who speaks 

to my heart in the Holy Scriptures and the motherly 

love and efficacious prayers of our Mother, the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, have been indispensable.  
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Someone asked me, “What 

word best describes your 

understanding of the life of a 

priest after 25 years?” I 

answered, “Sacrifice.” 

St. Augustine teaches us to 

understand the Eucharist as 

the food that perfects our 

belongingness to Christ—

when we receive the Body of 

Christ in the Eucharist, we 

become more fully the Body 

of Christ, members of the 

Church. I have realized that 

by daily offering of the 

Sacrifice of the Eucharist, the 

Lord draws me to oneness 

with him, making me 

become what I offer—

sacrifice. As our patron, St. 

Paul, says, “for his sake, I 

have suffered the loss 

everything” (Phil. 3:8).  

As I thank the Lord for his 

abundant merciful love, I 

pray for renewed strength to 

love more, to serve 

unwaveringly, to discover 

more deeply, that “hidden 

energy of the Good News” 

and to “contemplate the 

Face of Christ in everyone.” 

Fr. Martin Yina | A 

quarter century of 

extraordinary grace 

I sometimes wonder what 

my vocation story would 

have been if my father had 

lived long. He adhered to the 

religion of his ancestors and 

as his beloved youngest 

child, he wanted me always 

by his side. But when he died 

suddenly, I had to leave my 

village. From ages 5 to 12, I 

lived with my eldest brother 

in the Army barracks in 

Abakiliki, Enugu, and Port-

Harcourt. The seed of my 

faith and missionary vocation 

was sown then.  

Conscious of the mysterious 

nature of this gift to frail men 

like me, I often take solace in 

one of Thomas Merton’s 

prayers. It says that despite 

my not knowing myself well, 

and not being sure if I am 

actually doing the Lord’s will, 

“I believe that the desire to 

please you does, in fact, 

please you. And I hope I have 

that desire in all that I am 

doing…”  

For my motto has remained: 

“In God’s will is my peace.” 

Amazingly, these silver years 

of grace have gone by so 

fast. I cannot believe that I 

am already more than 300 

months a priest.  

MILESTONES 

• 1995: Assistant pastor at 

St. Anne’s Parish, Ibarra, 

Abeokuta, Archdiocese of 

Lagos. 

• 1996: Assistant editor of 

The Catholic Ambassador 

and manager of the Am-

bassador Book Center. 

• 1998: to the U.S. for both 

pastoral work and 

communication studies—

four years in the 

Archdiocese of Los 

Angeles, California. 

• August 2003: moved to 

east coast of the U.S. to 

continue my work and 

studies. Archdiocese of 

Baltimore (MD) for one 

year as associate pastor 

before moving to the 

Archdiocese of 

Washington (DC) for  

three years as Catholic 

chaplain of Howard 

University.  

• Early 2008: returned to 

Nigeria as Secretary 

General of the Society and 

adjunct lecturer of our 

seminary in Abuja. Three 

and half years later, I was 

made rector of our 

seminary. 

After my 6-year tenure in the 

seminary, I took a sabbatical 

leave to Nairobi, Kenya for a 

program in psycho-spiritual 

counseling and therapy. And 

now, I am back to Iperu-

Remo as editor of The 

Ambassador Publications. In 

all these roles, it has been 

God’s grace leading me in 

the different apostolates I 

was given.  

One of the significant ways 

grace has impacted my life 

has been the gift of awesome 

mentors, spiritual directors, 

confreres, and wonderful 

friends who inspired, 

challenged, affirmed, 

encouraged, and supported 

me. Top on the list is Fr. Jim 

Sheerin, SPS, God rest his 

soul. He was my first mentor, 

director and friend on this 

path. We first met in 1984 

and continued our friendship 

until his death in 2009. The 

great men and women that 

God put in my path have 

been a wonderful support 

system. Some could best be 

described as angels who 

lifted me back on my feet 

when I could not do so on my 

own.  

Highlights of my priesthood 

have been my ministries with 

young people both as a 

chaplain and a seminary 

formator. These were 

ministries I felt unprepared 

for—I found them both 

frustrating and challenging at 

first but fulfilling in hindsight. 

Providence put me in those 

situations to be further 

shaped by those young peo-

ple. They kept me on my toes 

so that I would not be too 

complacent or comfortable. 

May the Lord and his Blessed 

Mother continue to help my 

confreres and me to have 

more fruitful and fulfilled 

years in his vineyard.   

Silver  

Jubilees,  
Continued from Page 16  

Conscious of the mysterious nature of this gift 

to frail men like me, I  often take solace in one 

of Thomas Merton’s prayers. It says that 

despite my not knowing myself well, and not 

being sure if I  am actually doing the Lord’s 

will,  “I believe that the desire to please you 

does, in fact,  please you. And I hope I have that 

desire in all that I am doing…”  
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Eleven MSP priests and AMSP members from the Houston area gathered at St.  Peter the Apostle church 

to celebrate the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul and the New Year with a joyful Mass on Jan. 25, 2022. 

The liturgy can be viewed on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/mspfathersnigeria.  

Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul  

“On that journey as I drew near to Da-

mascus, about noon a great light from 

the sky suddenly shone around me. 

I fell to the ground and heard a voice 

saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting me?’ 

“I replied, ‘Who are you, sir?’ 

“And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus the 

Nazorean whom you are persecuting.’ 

“My companions saw the light 

but did not hear the voice of the one 

who spoke to me. 

“I asked, ‘What shall I do, sir?’ 

“The Lord answered me, ‘Get up and go 

into Damascus, and there you will be 

told about everything appointed for 

you to do.’ Since I could see nothing 

because of the brightness of that light, I 

was led by hand by my companions and 

entered Damascus. 

“A certain Ananias, a devout observer 

of the law, and highly spoken of by all 

the Jews who lived there, came to me 

and stood there and said, ‘Saul, my 

brother, regain your sight.’ 

“And at that very moment I regained my 

sight and saw him. 

“Then he said, ‘The God of our ancestors 

designated you to know his will, to see 

the Righteous One, and to hear the 

sound of his voice; 

for you will be his witness before all to 

what you have seen and heard. Now, 

why delay? Get up and have yourself 

baptized and your sins washed away, 

calling upon his name.’”  

—ACTS 22:6-16 

Paul’s Conversion  



Consider a gift to the Missionary Society of St. Paul! 

Visit us on the web at ww.mspfathers.org 

Email: usamsp@yahoo.com  

Facebook: Missionary Society of St Paul of Nigeria 

For further information, contact: 

Missionary Society of St. Paul 

Mission Development Office 

P. O. Box 300145  |  Houston, TX  77230-3145 

Tel 713-747-1722 | Fax 713-741-0245 

The Missionary Society of St. Paul brings hope and God ’s love to children and 

adults in 19 nations across the globe. Consider a gift to support MSP Missions 

using the envelope provided within this edition of The Catholic Ambassador, 

or donate electronically through our website.  


